IMMI9ronts in +h€ 1900s  Letd) s

People from all.overthe world have been coming_to America for thousards of years.
Some &F these immigrants were seeking arbetter life, and America cffered them o home freeof
religious or otherpersecution (harsh punisament), and a chance at the *American Drear”. Immigrents
that come fo the shores of America duringthe early 1500s hadt fo-pass throughs Eis-Islond before |
they could startheir American adventure, which was-full of mary harctships, challenges and'joys

Mostimmigrants raveling to America in the early 19005 wese not detrenough +
offord firs-class or secand-class passage: Instead, ihey were piled into- the sfesroge area of ships.
in order to cross the ocean. Living condifions on these ships were less than ideal n foct, twas
downright gross and scary. There were-fittle; if any, windows in the: steerage section of the ship. It was
dreary ond dark Plus, it smelied_really bad. There were not encugh follets ond garbage was rarely
taken care of Steerage was just one big open areg; families or indvicudls didn't have their own
[0OIS OF SPAces, O everyone was crowded in with one another No one was taking baths o
showers, and people were getfting sea sick These awful conditions were actually the spur that
started one of Americd's first immigration laws, but it was hard 1o enforce if ships had humane
conditions Tor steerage immigrants. Once the ship arived in America, which ceuld fake anywhere:
from one week o over a month, immigrants had to be processed. If.an immigrant was fortunafe
enough o have the money 1o be a firstclass or second-class ficketed customer, they were looked
at on beard and *hen shufled on directly o New York Howevey, the steerage immigrants haa an
enfirely different experience. These immigrants were processed through Ellis lsland, which was stilf
relatively new (it was built in 1892).

Immigrants in Ellis Isiand had to stand in lines for hours, waiting to be poked and
prodded by doctors searching for any confagious disease, mental health issues, or physical
oroblems. After clearing the medical porfion, immigrants stood in lines again to be asked a variety
of questions. Workers asked many questions, from if they had a way o make money fo if they were o
criminal. Keep in mind, foo, that immigrants were lucky if they found an Ellis lsland worker who actually
spoke their own language. Can you imagine frying to answer questions when you don't speck the
language? I ofter the end of their very long day in Ellis Iskand, an immigrant was deemed suitable,
they could continue on io begin their life in America. Unfortunately, If the immigrant was denied
entrance; they were_sent back o steerage to endure a frip back home:




TMMigronts Today

Immigrants coming to America today find themseiees in the middle of a
-, controversial fopic. Controversial means that many people disagree on o soksion or
outcome: Whiletimmigrants stilt come to America seeking similar thirigs that immigraats n
the LH0s were seeking; there are more laws and regulations that Americo-keeps vp I
* regards o immigration.
Immigration today is not only controversial but it can be confusing. For
. r=~><ornple if an immigrant in the earty 1900s passed thelr Ellis Island examination, they
- weres able to start thelr American life, It was hard work, no doubt, and many retumed
. home offer realizing that America was hardly the golden place they expecied,
However today, there are categories that immigrants must it info.
Sometimes, immigrants ask America if they can come 1o the country as o
' refugee A refugee is someone who is leaving their country to escape war or
persecution The refugee must apply. with America before they even leave their home
couniry. Once the refugee is approved, they need to find funds (or grants fom
Americay-to get fom theirhome fo America. After ariving in America, refugees typically
_get hooked up with a refugee organization that can help them find housing, get their
¢ chiidren into-schools, and navigate this new world in America,
' Other fimes, immigrants come: to America and seek permanent cifizenship,
~ Gaining Legal Permanent Residence, or getting their "green card”. means that the
immigrant is now able to get a social security card and other benefits that Americans
get. For example, someone with permanent residence can apply for scholcrshlps to
- aftend college or start their own business.
just.as in the past, when immigrants come to America they must undergo o
medical examination. This medicol examination consists of a physical examination, an
. evaluation, and blood tests. In addition to this examination, new immigrants must
Uﬂdergo an interview and have thelr paperwork theroughly inspected for authenticity.
e You might hear your parents or evernr
people on felevision talking about immigration and
immigration reform, which means adoofing and
making new rules that regulate who can immigrate
info our country. It can be confusing, but one thing-
is certain: people still want fo come o Americq, just
as ‘hey have for thousands of years. -
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IMMIgroitS-n +he 900
Name: s Derte:
Answer each guestion using evidence from-the fext To support your
_answer. |

1. Determine the meaning of the phrase, “less than ideal” as used in paragraph 2

2. Summarize the conditions of the Hip for passengers that fraveled in the steerage
area of the shios:

3. Using details from the text infer what one of the first immigration laws mentioned in
the 27 paragroph refered to.




TAMIINONtS in +he iOiO{}f‘ SDE
Dater

_ Answer eqach question using evidence from The fext fo support your
¢ answer.

4. Compere and comfrast the experience of the first and second class
passengers with that of the steerage passengers orce they reached Ellis

5. Determine the main idea of paragraph 3. Explain how yoo know this is the
main idea.

6 According to the text, what were the two possible outcomes of the
- Inspection at Ellis lsland?




TPMIgRants Todory

Name: . _______Ddle
Answer each question using evidence from the fext fo suppert your
answer.

§ 1. -Summarize ihe refugee process detaled in the passage.

2. According fo the fext, what are some benefifs of permanent resicence?

3. Compare and contrast the two ways present day immigrants can enter the
United States of America.
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TOPRONONtS Todoy =N

:“1
Name: Dafe: i
Answer each quesiion using e\ﬁden“ce from the Text fo support your §

. answer.

A4 et detalls fromthe e support the idea that refugess must undergo fol Iengrhy

¢

; DIOCESE?

5. What detail rom paragraph 2 allows the reader to infer that some immigrants
were not happy in America?

6. Determine the main idea of paragraph-5. Explain how you know this 7s the main
idec




PO Cd COMPrentnsion
Name: ' __ Ddfes
Answer each question using evidence from the text 1o support your answer

&
g 1. Compare~and contrast immigrants of the: 1900s with present aay
| ? immi grc:mw using.irformation from both texts

2. What details about the immigrant process is included in hmfgronfs in
the 1900s ond notin immigrants Today?
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T BOired ComPreRension

Name: ____ Date:
Arswer each question using: evigence from the text o suppor! your answer

- 3. Using details from the texd. exploin how having morey or access to
funds could be helpfuH-o both immigrants of the 1 9090s-and immigronts
today.

4. Compare and confrast the process when immigrants armived in the past
to the process when they arrive today,




WOUd YOU IOhEr? [EXR!

Would yourrather be animmigrant in the 1900s or-an immigrant in present
. fimes? Use detfails from thetext in your opinicn essay.




